The Tandem Club - National Tandem Rally 2016 
Kirkley Hall - Northumberland
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuessday - North West Long Ride – Rothbury and Elsdon 53 miles
Visit the country town of Rothbury and the picturesque village of Elsdon. The route involves two major climbs, Bilsmoor and The Gibbet.
	Point
	Miles Total
	Miles
	Instructions  

	1
	0
	0
	Kirkley Hall Gates. TR immediately towards Whalton and Ogle.

	2
	1
	1
	BR SP Ogle, Whalton

	3
	2
	1
	OGLE TJ TL SP Belsay, Whalton

	4
	2.2
	0.2
	BR SP Whalton

	5
	3.9
	1.7
	WHALTON TJ TL   (PH Beresford Arms)

	6
	4.0
	0.1
	TR SP Meldon, Bolam

	7
	5.5
	1.5
	TR SP Hartburn, Meldon

	8
	5.8
	0.3
	MELDON

	9
	6.2
	0.4
	BL SP Morpeth, Mitford, Hartburn

	10
	6.7
	0.5
	Cross R. Wansbeck

	11
	7.2
	0.5
	Staggered XR SO SP Longwitton, Netherwitton (PH Dyke Neuk)

	12
	8.5
	1.3
	TR SP Longhorsley, Netherwitton Steep descent with bends. Take Care!

	13
	10.2
	1.7
	TJ TL SP Netherwitton

	14
	10.6
	0.4
	NETHERWITTON

	15
	10.7
	0.1
	BR SP Wingates, Rothbury

	16
	12.7
	2.0
	SO SP Ewesley, Rothbury. Steep Climb

	17
	13.5
	0.8
	Top of steep climb.( Radio Mast and wind turbines.)

	18
	15.2
	1.7
	Steep descent. Ford. Rough surface (Use footbridge if in flood) Short steep climb.

	19
	15.4
	0.2
	TJ TR SP Rothbury ( PH The Gate) Continue on B6342.

	20 
	18.8
	3.4
	ROTHBURY (Shops, cafes, pubs, Cragside NT house and grounds) Steep descent.

	21
	19.2
	0.4
	At bridge BL SP Great Tosson. Cross bridge over R. Coquet for all Rothbury facilities and Cragside House. Re-cross bridge  and TR to rejoin route.

	22
	19.7
	0.5
	TR SP Newton, Great Tosson

	23
	21.2
	1.5
	BR No signpost.

	24
	21.3
	0.1
	BL SP Bickerton

	25
	21.7
	0.4
	TR  SP Bickerton, Little Tosson, Rye Hill Caution Rough Road Surface.

	26
	22.1
	0.4
	BL SP Hepple, Bickerton

	27
	25.3
	3.2
	TJ BL SP Otterburn , Elsdon

	28
	25.8
	0.5
	SO SP Elsdon, Otterburn

	29
	26.3
	0.5
	BR Cross bridge

	30
	28.3
	2.0
	Foot of Bilsmoor climb.

	31
	29.5
	1.2
	Top of climb. (NCN 68)

	32
	30.6
	1.1
	ELSDON Steep descent

	33
	30.9
	0.3
	BR over bridge. SP Otterburn, Morpeth

	34
	31.0
	0.1
	BR SP Otterburn

	35
	31.1
	0.1
	XR TR Cyclists’ Café ‘The Old School House’. Pele tower (private) PH on XR closed 2015.
Retrace to XR. SO SP Newcastle, Morpeth

	36
	31.2
	0.1
	XR TR SP Newcastle, Morpeth

	37
	31.4
	0.2
	BL over stone bridge SP Morpeth

	38
	31.5
	0.1
	Foot of Gibbet Hill. Short steep climb followed by steady climb. 

	39
	33.7
	2.2
	Top of climb. Winter’s Gibbet.

	40
	37.2
	3.5
	TJ TR SP Hexham, Cambo. Continue on B6342 to Cambo.

	41
	39.4
	2.2
	CAMBO

	42
	39.6
	0.2
	SO SP Hexham, Wallington

	43
	40.5
	0.9
	Wallington Hall entrance. NT house, gardens, café.
Steep descent

	44
	40.9
	0.4
	TL before bridge. (No sign April 2015)

	45
	42.2
	1.3
	TJ TR SP Bolam, Belsay

	46
	43.9
	1.7
	Café (The Stables) on R. Open Fri – Mon. only

	47
	44.0
	0.1
	XR TL SP Bolam, Angerton

	48
	44.7
	0.7
	TJ TR SP Morpeth, Bolam

	49
	45
	0.3
	SO SP Newcastle, Belsay

	50
	45.1
	0.1
	On right, Bolam Lake Country park. (Café, lake, woods, walks)

	51
	45.3
	0.2
	TJ BL SP Belsay, Newcastle

	52
	47.4
	2.1
	BELSAY Turn sharp left SP Walton, Morpeth

	53
	48.1
	0.7
	TR on sharp LH bend. Take care. SP Ponteland

	54
	48.6
	0.5
	TL SP Ogle

	55
	50.1
	1.5
	TR SP Kirkley, Ponteland 

	56
	50.1
	
	OGLE

	57
	50.2
	0.1
	TR SP Ponteland, Kirkley Continue to Kirkley Hall gates.

	58
	52.4
	2.2
	TL into Kirkley Hall gates.




